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The Continuance and Development  

of Timber Treatment Standards 
 
 

In the last two CONTACT Newsletters (July and 

September 2009 issues), we discussed details of a 

Timber Standards Development Workshop convened by 

Forest & Wood Products Australia Limited (FWPA) in 

July to discuss (then) current issues with timber 

standards development and the potential role that FWPA 

might play in the process. 

 

At that time we stated that TPAA supported FWPA 

initiatives for the establishment of an overall operating 

plan towards a strategic engagement between Standards 

Australia and the timber industry.  On this, our stance 

has remained firm. 

 

However, we still stress that the treatment sub-sector 

Standards differ from those of the broader timber 

industry in that they include approved preservatives and 

biocides, the dynamic development of which necessitates 

continual and continuing consideration and assessment. 

 

TPAA organised a separate meeting with Standards 

Australia, the purpose of which was to sort out how to 

get the current TM-006 Committee-agreed changes to 

AS/NZS 1604 out and finished, bearing in mind that we 

had been only 4 weeks out from the Public Comment 

stage when the current hiatus with Standards occurred.   

 

Thereafter, TPAA accepted the challenge of attempting 

to coordinate an appropriate funding mechanism to get 

the work done.  We sought contributions both from key 

stakeholders and from a wider audience of companies 

and organisations for which  the suite of timber treatment 

standards brings considerable benefit and added value to 

all fit -for-purpose treated products. 

 

Our appeal for contributions has now resulted in 

commitments of sufficient funds to finance the work if 

we proceed with the "Committee-driven" option, and we 

would also need to appoint and fund our own Project 

Manager - with the current Standards Australia Project 

Manager then acting as "Shadow Project Manager".      

 

 

 

 

However, at a TPAA Council meeting on 27 October, it 

was decided that in addition to this shorter-term solution, 

we also need to look to the future, we need to have 

sufficient information to lead to a long-term solution, not 

just for a system to get the current amendments 

published.   

 

As a result, TPAA has now appointed a small Working 

Group to take the process forward and to engage in 

consultation with FWPA, A3P, the NZ industry and 

Standards Australia, to map out a medium to long-term 

proposal and financial model for on-going timber 

preservation standards work and subsequently to submit 

the proposal for final approval by TPAA, FWPA and 

Standards Australia. 

 

The Working Group is to comprise: Chair/Convenor 

David Marlay (Hyne Timber), Nick Livanes (Osmose 

Australia), Greg Jensen (Arch Wood Protection), Rick 

White (TimTech Chemicals) and Dr Harry Greaves 

(Harry Greaves Consulting). The Working Group has 

been requested to produce a Summary Report to the 

TPAA Council by mid-December 2009. 

 

Meanwhile, it was agreed by Council that concurrently, 

Harry Greaves should continue to negotiate with 

Standards Australia in the short term for the current 

amendments to the AS 1604 suite of Standards to be 

finalised, put out for public comment, concluded, and 

published by Standards Australia through the 

Committee-driven pathway.      

 

* * * * * *  

So if you have made a commitment to contribute 

towards the funding of this, expect to hear from the 

TPAA National Secretary! 
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2009 Annual General Meeting 
 

At the TPAA 2009 Annual General Meeting held in 

Melbourne on 27 October, the following contributors 

towards the continuing ability of TPAA to assist and 

benefit our industry sector, were elected for the 

2009/2010 year: 

 

President - Wayne Lewis (Koppers Wood Products), 

Vice President - David Marlay (Hyne Timber), 

Treasurer - Pat Shelton (Shelton Timber Treatment), 

Councillors - Elias Akle (Osmose Australia), Laurie 

Bennett (G B Timber), Ron Eddy (TimTech Chemicals), 

Harry Greaves (Harry Greaves Consulting), Angelo 

Hrastov (Arch Wood Protection), and David Spence  

(H Waterhouse & Son).  Their willingness to contribute 

in this way is appreciated and acknowledged. 

 

Secretariat Services will continue to be provided by 

Forest Products Advisory Services Pty Ltd, with Doug 

Howick as TPAA National Secretary. 

 

 

* * * * * * *  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * *  
 

The active and authoritative TPAA Technical Committee 

for the ensuing year will comprise: 

 

Chairman - Dr Harry Greaves (H G Consulting), and 

Dr Laurie Cookson (CSIRO), Dr Stephen Crimp 

(Osmose Australia), Richard Forrester (Forests NSW), 

Charlie Herbert (Charlie Herbert Consulting), Greg 

Jensen (Arch Wood Protection), David Marlay (Hyne 

Timber), Jack Norton (Horticulture and Forestry 

Sciences, Qld Department of Primary Industries), Nathan 

Spencer (Koppers Wood Products), and Rick White 

(TimTech Chemicals). 

 

* * * * * * *  

MSDSs for Treated Products 
 

During Technical Committee discussions last week, it 

was decided that it may be beneficial for all Treater 

Members to be warned/reminded that although your 

preservative suppliers are responsible for developing, 

maintaining and making available Material Safety Data 

Sheets (MSDSs) for their preservative products, each 

treater company and merchant is responsible for the 

MSDSs on all their treated timber products.  

 

It would appear that the preservation industry is unclear 

as to what is required from a MSDS and currently there 

are different versions available for treated timber. The 

bottom line, is that, for example,  a CCA-treated timber 

MSDS rightly identifies the product as hazardous 

(primarily because of the arsenic content). 

Notwithstanding this, the experts agree that the risk 

posed by CCA-treated timber is low. 

 

Preservative suppliers can recommend consultants who 

are able to produce appropriate MSDs for each treated 

product you supply or stock. 

 

* * * * * * *  

News Release from the President of  

the Instutute of Wood Science 

The Council of the Institute of Wood Science is pleased 

to advise that it has successfully completed negotiations 

whereby its membership  administration and benefits 

package together with its educational courses have been 

transferred to the Institute of Materials Minerals and 

Mining (IOM3). 

These negotiations have been ongoing during the past 

nine months and the Council is convinced that this is the 

correct  move to ensure a new and sustainable future for 

the Institute. The new organisation will be known as 

IWSc - The Wood Technology Society. 

We trust that you will continue to support the Wood 

Technology Society and we will be in touch shortly with 

more details of how you can benefit from membership of 

IOM3. 

 

 

* * * * * * *  

¶ To the optimist, the glass is half full.  

¶ To the pessimist, the glass is half-

empty.  

¶ To the engineer, the glass is twice as 

big as it needs to be. 

(Dr Don) 
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Buy Ausgum, it's good for Gympie 

Jannette Parke  

 
ñBUY gum it's goodò, should perhaps be tweaked to 

ñbuy Ausgum, it's good for Gympie's economyò, after 

the innovative company invested $4 million in the region 

in the last eight months. 

The purchase and upgrade of Sunshine Pine on Gympie's 

northern entrance, and the recent re-establishment of the 

facility to undertake hardwood and pine treatment, marks 

a new era for the rapidly growing business says 

owner/director Adam Gleeson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are now some 30 employees on staff.  

On the southern entrance to town, the Drummond Drive 

manufacturing plant utilises timber that is surplus or not 

suitable to a mill's needs.  

This timber, which is mostly eucalyptus hardwood 

spotted gum, is made into a range of products, from the 

not very glamorous but nonetheless much needed ñblast 

stakesò for mining projects to award-winning, stylish 

outdoor furniture that features in Kirribilli House and 

Hamilton Island.  

Mr Gleeson says the cash injection into the region is very 

much a vote of confidence for Gympie, which he sees as 

a central location for the timber industry.  

He's particularly proud of the company's claim ñto 

maximise return out of timber treesò, and says they are 

able to get 60 per cent more value out of a tree because 

they use timber that would otherwise be wasted.  

ñWe can use shorter logs (from branches) to make tables 

and chairs,ò he said. They have equipment in place that 

can take power pole ñsecondsò, timber mill residue, or 

timber from demolition projects and develop high-value 

products. 

Mr Gleeson said Ausgum products are sold throughout 

Australia and the company is making inroads into export 

markets right around the world.  

ñThe investment shows huge faith in the current and 

future prosperity of Gympie and surrounding districts,ò 

he said.  

ñOver the last few years, since hardwood could no longer 

be treated with CCA, mills have been undertaking a 

round trip of about 200km to have their timber treated,ò 

he said. With the new treatment now available on their 

doorstep, it means a saving of transport costs and fewer 

trucks on the ñhorror stretchò of the Bruce Highway. 

  

 

 

                           * * * * * * * * *  

CBP agriculture specialists nab 

dangerous pest 
 

FROM A NEWS RELEASE SENT TO THE KDBC 4 NEWSROOM: 

EL PASO, Texas -- U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

(CBP) agriculture specialists made an important 

discovery at the El Paso port of entry September 17. 

They intercepted the living pupa of a wood boring insect 

while inspecting a shipment of pallets being imported 

from Mexico. 

"This tiny pest could be harmful to our forests," said Ana 

Hinojosa, U.S. Customs and Border Protection Director 

of Field Operations in El Paso. "CBP agriculture 

specialists play an important role in identifying pests that 

could cause significant harm in the United States." 

The discovery was made at the Bridge of the Americas 

commercial cargo lot Thursday afternoon. CBP 

agriculture specialists were inspecting a shipment of 

wooden pallets when they found the wood boring pest in 

a reconditioned pallet that had not been properly treated 

for importation into the United States. The entire 

shipment was returned to Mexico for treatment. 

All wood packing materials (WPM), such as pallets, 

crates, boxes and pieces of wood used to support or 

brace cargo, must meet import requirements and be free 

of timber pests before entering or transiting through the 

United States. All WPM entering or transiting through 

the United States must be either heat treated or 

fumigated with methyl bromide. The WPM must also be 

marked with an approved international logo, certifying it 

has been appropriately treated. 

CBP will require the immediate reexportation of any 

unmarked WPM as well as any marked WPM that is 

found to be infested with a live wood-boring pest. All 

costs associated with the reexportation are the 

responsibility of the importer or party of interest. 

While anti-terrorism is the primary mission of U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection, the inspection process at 

the ports of entry associated with this mission results in 

impressive numbers of enforcement actions in all 

categories. 
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Quarantine: Public urged to help stop 

spread of timber pest 

22/09/2009 3:19:00 PM 

The Western Australia Department of Agriculture and 

Food has urged residents to help stop the spread of the 

destructive timber pest European House Borer (EHB) as 

it begins its flight season.  

EHB response director John van Schagen said the flight 

season was generally between September and April, 

when the adult beetle emerged from its food source of 

untreated pine wood to mate and lay eggs.  

ñFlight season is a prime time for the public to be alert 

for any signs of EHB, including unusual scraping 

sounds, beetles or exit holes,ò Mr van Schagen said.  

ñThe spread of EHB to new areas can be avoided by 

reducing the food source, including pine off-cuts, 

wooden pine furniture and pine tree prunings, available 

to adult beetles in infested areas.  

ñThis can be achieved by storing away any untreated 

pine, correctly disposing of waste pine and by not 

moving pine wood in or out of Restricted Movement 

Zones which surround infested areas.ò  

Restricted Movement Zones cover all properties within a 

two kilometre radius of an infested site. No pine wood 

should be moved unless properly treated or authorised by 

an EHB Regulatory officer.  

Mr van Schagen said raising public awareness of the 

movement restrictions was important to prevent the pest 

spreading further.  

ñIn Western Australia, there have been 152 confirmed 

findings of EHB in 52 Perth metropolitan and outer hills 

suburbs and one finding in Albany,ò he said.  

ñWith the help of the community we hope to gradually 

reduce infestation incidents and eventually eradicate this 

destructive pest.ò  

EHB infests untreated pine wood, including the dead 

parts of pine trees, structural timber and pine products. 

The pest does not affect hardwood such as jarrah, karri 

or wandoo.  

A summary of restrictions relating to the movement of 

pine wood can be found in the Pine Movement 

Regulations brochure available on www.ehb.wa.gov.au 

or by contacting 9366 2300.  

Any suspected detections should be reported 

immediately on the freecall hotline 1800 084 881.  

                                                                 Emergence of the European House Borer  

(EHB) adult beetle signals the beginning 

of flight season and a reminder from the 

Department of Agriculture and Food to 

carefully manage untreated pinewood 

                                                                              FarmWEEKLY 
 

Villagers fight termites with prayers 

 
JAHANGIR:  

 

From performing yajnas for warding off evil spirits to 

marriage of frogs and naked girls ploughing the fields 

when rains fail, queer customs abound in India even in 

the age of science.  

 

In one such instance of blind faith holding the people 

together for years now, residents of Jahangir village, 

about 25km from Amritsar, have been holding annual 

prayers to please a local saint to keep their houses and 

crops free of termites.  

 
Printed from 
 

* * * * * * * * *  

 

 
                                                               

                                                                  

* * * * * * * * *  
 

 

You could do worse with your timber than 

treat it with preservatives .................... 

'Nagging' wife bashed with  

lump of timber  
A Tweed man will spend two years in jail after his wife's 

nagging triggered a brutal attack in which he bashed her 

with a lump of timber after arriving home drunk from a 

footy match to watch television.  

BrisbaneTimes.com.au  October 14, 2009 -  

* * * * * * *  
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Timbers stay submerged 
 

By Chris Morris 

 

Created 30/09/2009 - 05:00 

  

The historic pedestrian causeway unearthed during 

construction of Dunedin's Wall Street mall is likely to be 

submerged in a chemical treatment for at least another 

year, but experts are confident it can be saved.  

 

The wooden remains - described as a find of national 

significance when unearthed - will be displayed inside the 

George St shopping complex once they have been treated. 

They have been soaking in a bath of polyethylene glycol, 

to strengthen the wood, following the causeway's discovery 

during the mall's construction in June last year.  

 

About 60% of the causeway, made from manuka and 

kanuka, was previously found too rotten to save.  

 

However, Southern Archaeology Ltd director Peter 

Petchey, whose firm was contracted by the council to treat 

the wood, said in a letter the process was expected to take 

"at least another 12 months".  

 

His company's work was being overseen by wet-wood 

conservation expert Dilys Johns, of the University of 

Auckland, who said when contacted she was confident the 

wood would eventually be ready for display.  

 

She had visited Dunedin on six occasions to examine the 

causeway since its discovery, and about 460 samples had 

been taken in that time.  

 

Most of the remains were in "pretty poor" condition, but no 

worse than first feared, she said.  "A large proportion of it 

is very degraded, but some is not - some of it is not in too 

bad condition."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
.  

Archaeologist Jason Gay, of Southern Archaeology, checks a branch from 
the Wall Street causeway which is undergoing treatment in a chemical 

solution in Dunedin. Photo by Stephen Jaquiery 
 

The treatment process had begun slowly, to protect the 

wooden remains from collapsing initially as the solution 

was introduced, but she expected the pace to pick up in the 

coming six months.  

 

Asked if she was confident the causeway's remains would 

eventually be ready to be displayed, she said: "It will 

definitely be fine".  

 

Mr Petchey said the treatment process involved soaking the 

timbers over an extended period in polyethylene glycol, 

which was "effectively a water-soluble wax".  

 

The solution soaked into the timber's cell structure, 

providing support when the water was removed by drying, 

he said. "Without this support, the timbers would crack and  

break up, as the cell structure has deteriorated during the 

150 years that the timbers have spent in the waterlogged 

ground.  

 

To attempt to shortcut the treatment would lead to 

premature deterioration of the timbers and the loss of the 

causeway," he said.  

 

 

 
 

Wood from Broadway trees now available 
 

By Leigh Jones 
 

GALVESTON ð Artists, woodworkers and islanders who 

want a memento of the graceful live oaks that once lined 

Broadway can start picking up free wood this week. 

 

Crews working for DRC Group, the cityôs debris 

contractor, will place one load of wood at a time at the 

collection site, 600 51st St. As the pile diminishes, crews 

will replenish it. 

 

People who want to take some of the logs must provide 

their own transportation for the wood and the labor to load 

it into trucks or onto trailers. The site will not be manned 

by city personnel. 

 

The wood has not been treated to kill any insects, like 

termites. Crews will not cut the wood to specified lengths. 

 

The city started removing trees in its right of way earlier 

this year but abandoned a previous attempt to make the 

wood available to the public after people tried to collect it 

at unauthorized times. 

 

Crews cut down about 4,000 trees on public property and 

expect to cut down another 510 along Broadway. 

 

Any wood not collected by the public will be taken to the 

landfill.  

 
Copyright © 2009 The Galveston County Daily News 
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Nostalgia Page 

 
The inclusion in the previous edition of CONTACT of a photograph of several industry identities in their (much) 

younger days created sufficient interest and comments that we have decided to have a regular "Nostalgia Page". 

The table below was published in the CSIRO Forest Products Newsletter in October 1961(48 years ago) in an 

 article by the late Frank Dale titled "The Timber Preservation Industry in Australia" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


