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Timber Treatment Standards Action 
 
As we reported in our last CONTACT Newsletter,  

Australian Standards Committee TM-006 met in 

Melbourne in February.   

 

Shortly thereafter, the five updated draft documents for 

the revision of AS/NZS 1604 series were uploaded onto 

the Standards Hub (saiglobal.com) for download and 

review by members.  The documents will be available 

until 13
th

 May for review by members, interested 

stakeholders and  the public.  

 

They are: DR AS/NZ 1604 -  

               Specification for preservative treatment - 

 Part 1: Sawn and round timber 

 Part 2: Reconstituted wood-based products 

 Part 3: Plywood 

 Part 4: Laminated veneer lumber (LVL) 

 Part 5: Glued laminated timber products 

 

Comments are invited on the technical content, wording 

and general arrangement of the drafts. The method for 

submission of comment on this document is to register 

and fill in an online form via Standards Hub Website.  

 

Instructions and examples of comment submission are 

available on the website. Please use the following link— 

https://www.hub.standards.org.au/hub/public/listOpenCo

mmentingPublication.action 

 

Comment must be via Hub, any emails or forms sent  by 

fax or mail will not be considered by the Committee 

when it reviews the Public Comment received. 

 

If you know of other persons or organizations that may 

wish to comment on this draft Standard, could you please 

advise them of its availability. Further copies of the draft 

are available from the Publisher SAI Global at 

http://www.saiglobal.com/ 

 

The next (36th) meeting will be scheduled for mid-2010 

or thereabouts, depending upon progress and responses 

to the Public review documents. Exact dates and venue 

of the next meeting will be further notified to members 

in due course. 

 

 

Our Mailing List has been updated 

 
It is possible that you have received this "CONTACT" 

newsletter either for the first time or for the first time in a 

few months. 

 

The reason why you may have missed out lately is that 

we  upgraded our computer system AND "advanced" to 

Windows 7. One of the results of this was that we had to 

change our email system too and our various groupings 

of email addresses automatically changed to that system.   

(There is now a new definition of CHAOS!) 

 

In sending out the newsletter, we have several groups - 

TPAA Councillors and Technical Committee members, 

other TPAA members and also several groups of 

interested stakeholders many of whom are POTENTIAL 

members (are you one of these?).  Somehow, the new 

system was dropping people off group lists with no 

rhyme, reason or warning - so we didn't even know it 

was happening.   

 

Finally, when several people advised us that they missed 

receiving "CONTACT", we realised the problem and 

have now fixed it in two ways.  Firstly, we bought a 

whole new version Office Outlook and then we set about 

rebuilding our mailing list groups from the beginning.  

 

In doing so, we've added  very many new  "CONTACT" 

contacts either because we think you should be kept 

informed on wood treatment trends or because we'd like 

you to become a TPAA member or just because the 

Editor thinks you might be interested to read it every two 

months. 

 

So ... ... you're on the list and we'd always be glad to hear 

any of your comments or opinions.  Let us know if you'd 

like to have us include any other appropriate recipient 

and also if you'd like us to take you off the list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C   NTACT 

 

mailto:tpaa@tpaa.com.au
http://www.tpaa.com.au/
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Invitation and Welcome to IRG41 in Biarritz! 

The 41st IRG conference will be held in Biarritz (France) from 9th to 13th May 2010. The 
Organizing Committee is pleased to invite you to this major event for all researchers and 
industrialists operating in the field of wood protection. 
 
We have selected Biarritz whose reputation extends far beyond the borders of France for its 
infrastructure and accommodation capacity perfectly suited to this kind of event. Indeed, the 
seaside resort has the necessary assets to allow attendants and those accompanying them to 
discover this outstanding area in which a warm welcome is a lifestyle. 
 

Why this location?  
Biarritz (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biarritz) is located in the Basque Country, a unique place 
between sea and mountain at the junction between France and Spain. 
 

Scientific programme 
The scientific programme will consist of a scientific main session, working party sessions, special 
sessions and a scientific and an administrative plenary meeting. The conference programme will 
cover biology, test methodology and assessment, wood protecting chemicals, processes and 
properties and environmental aspects. 
 
A detailed programme has been prepared by the IRG Scientific Programme Committee and will 
be available on the IRG website by 25 April 2010 at the latest. 
The official language of the meeting will be English. 

Transportation - How to get to Biarritz? 
Direct flight connections to Biarritz Airport from: Paris, Lyon, Clermont Ferrand, Nice, Dublin, 
London, Shannon, Bristol, Geneva, Frankfurt, Copenhagen. 
 

Among the List of participants at IRG 41 as at 19 April 2010 were: 
 

from AUSTRALIA 
Dr Berhan M Ahmed - University of Melbourne,  Dr Laurie Cookson - CSIRO 

Mr Jim Creffield - CSIRO,  Dr Harry Greaves - HG Consulting (TPAA), 

Dr Jamie Hague - CSIRO,  Dr Michael J Kennedy - Qld Dept of Primary Industries & Fisheries 

Mr Jack Norton - Qld Dept of Primary Industries & Fisheries 

Mr Anil Kumar Sethy - University of Melbourne 

 

from NEW ZEALAND 

Mrs Jeanette Drysdale - Consultant,  Mr Ron Eddy - TimTech Chemicals Ltd 

Mrs Christine Hayward Zelam Ltd,   Dr Peter Hayward - Zelam Ltd 

Dr Michael Hedley - Scion,   Mr Paul Lobb - Zelam Ltd 

Mr Paul Maynard - Mattersmiths,  Dr Tripti Singh - Scion 

 

 

 



 3 

Kerosene spray to destroy termites ! 
(Sunday, April 25, 2010) 

ONE hundred temporary bio security officers will work 

round the clock for the next six months to ensure the 

20,000 population affected by termites in rural Lautoka 

will not spread the wood-eating pest to other areas in 

Fiji. 

Commissioner Western Commander Joeli Cawaki said 

kerosene would be used to destroy the termites. He said 

given that these termites were the most destructive in the 

termite family and would have negative implications on 

our trade, food security and the tourism industry, they 

would work in three phases in their effort to eradicate 

termites from Tavakubu, Vitogo, Naikabula and the 

outskirts of Natabua which had been declared bio 

security areas. 

Cdr Cawaki said the first phase would involve awareness 

in all affected areas. "We will tell them what to do and 

what not to do," he said.  That, he said, would include 

their movement as well as the moving of things that 

could be hosts to these termites. A taskforce has been set 

up to carry out the three phases of termite eradication. 

It includes representatives from the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry, Secretariat of the Pacific 

Community, Republic of Fiji Military Forces in Lautoka, 

Fiji Police Force, provincial development office, 

provincial council office, Ministry of Lands, Lautoka 

City Council, Attorney General's office, Ministry of 

Labour and Ministry of Education. 

The second phase will involve the mobilisation and 

containment of the termites. 

"This is when the operation begins," he said. 

The final phase will involve the eradication, where bio 

security officers go to infested areas and spray it with 

kerosene. 

"We will involve engineers from PWD, who will spray 

the host with kerosene, wait for five minutes, remove it 

and put in tarpaulin and burn it," he said. 

Cdr Cawaki said their main concern was to see that it 

would not spread further. 

"We will have to be careful not to offset their cycle 

which could lead to their spreading further," he said. 

He said that they were acting promptly since the spread 

of termites would have implications in food security, 

trade, forestry, and tourism industry. 

Cdr Cawaki said they were activating their disaster 

structure at divisional level using the bio security law in 

order to rid termites from those areas. 

 
 
 

 

(Fortunately it is termites & not bedbugs!  Ed) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

International Wood Products Journal 
(formerly The Journal of the Institute of 
Wood Science) is published by Maney on 
behalf of The Wood Technology Society of 
the Institute of Materials, Minerals and 
Mining, whose aim to is advance and 
encourage the scientific, technical, 
practical and general knowledge of timber- 
and wood-based products.  
 

Call for Papers: 
 

The journal publishes peer-reviewed contributions on all 

aspects of wood science, technology and engineering, its 

processing and applications. The submission of original 

research papers, reviews and case studies is welcomed on 

any topic within this scope. The journal has a particular 

interest in: 

          - Mechanical and physical properties of wood 

          - Drying 

          - Preservation, including insect and fungal response 

          - Processing and machining 

          - Products and applications 

          - Recycling 

          - Structural applications, including design and  

construction 

          - Testing and characterisation. 

 
For more information about submitting a paper 

click here.  
Or submit online at http://iwp.edmgr.com/ 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://maneypublishing.msgfocus.com/c/1eVmGH1k33zj9A9
http://maneypublishing.msgfocus.com/c/1eVnRyUBBjn9S80
http://maneypublishing.msgfocus.com/c/1eVp2qNT9zb0AFR
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Emerging Trends 

Heavy Duty Wood Treatment Braced 

for Revival 
By Huck DeVenzio                        Arch Wood Protection 

 
A  grand old wood preservative, capable of protecting 

species that other chemicals cannot, may be poised for a 

revival. It made news recently with an expanded listing 

in the treated wood standards, and is being considered 

more frequently for heavy-duty applications. 

 

Ammoniacal copper zinc arsenate (ACZA or often 

known by its brand name, Chemonite) was formulated in 

the 1980s by J. H. Baxter & Co., San Mateo, Ca., which 

continues to treat with it. The Baxter formulation 

replaced a related preservative developed 60 years earlier 

at U.C. Berkeley. Both were created specifically to 

penetrate refractory (i.e., hard-to-treat) species such as 

Douglas fir. This remains its primary use today, but not 

its only feature. 

 

ACZA has long been listed for a variety of applications 

by the American Wood Protection Association, which 

establishes standards for the wood preservation industry. 

In January, a new application was added: Douglas fir 

railroad ties. 

 

"Douglas fir is a very valuable and desirable wood," says 

Darrell Smith of Conrad Forest Products, a North Bend, 

Or.-based producer of ACZA-treated material. "It is 

strong, dimensionally stable, and has good nail-holding 

power. Although it is hard to treat with other 

preservatives, it is preserved well with ACZA." 

 

The ACZA treating process, which combines incising, 

conditioning, and heat, can impart termite and decay 

resistance to refractory woods. 

 

Taking advantage of the properties of Doug fir, ACZA-

treated wood is commonly used for utility poles, marine 

piling, structural timbers, guardrail posts, retaining walls, 

fence posts, and other heavy duty uses. Its newest use is 

unlikely to revolutionize railroad purchases, but ACZA 

crossties offer an economical alternative to traditional 

creosote ties. They are particularly suited for short lines 

and industrial spurs. 

 

While Doug fir is the usual wood treated using ACZA, 

the preservative can also provide effective protection for 

other species. Says Aaron Hufnagle, Page & Hill, Big 

Falls, Mn.: "We're unique among ACZA treaters. We 

specialize in red pine posts, poles, and piling, as well as 

sawn timbers. The benefits of Chemonite ACZA 

preservative have kept us treating with it for more than 

20 years." 

 

In addition to protecting against fungal decay and 

termites, including the Formosan termite, tests have 

offered evidence that ACZA also imparts resistance to 

fire. ACZA-treated wood meets model building codes. 

 

Special chemical approved for termite 

control in Canada 

by BHANA DHARMARAJAH  

Guelph’s termite control officer has received approval to 

use zinc borate to kill termites. 

Tim Myles said Friday that a federal experimental permit 

application for the chemical, submitted to the Pest 

Management Regulatory Agency last year, had just been 

approved. 

“We screened a lot of chemicals,” Myles said. “Among 

those that were inorganic, it was the best.” Zinc borate is 

environmentally safe, proved to be an effective chemical 

in the lab and already registered in Canada as a wood 

preservative", he said. 

“This would be a new use,” Myles said about using zinc 

borate on termites. 

The chemical would be one of many strategies used to 

eradicate termites he has seen since he was hired by the 

city in 2007. Myles outlines these in a report prepared for 

Monday’s community, development and environmental 

services committee meeting. 

Some of the practices included monitoring and trapping, 

nematode treatments, yard wood cleanup and removal, 

and stump and tree removal. 

“We’ve made measurable progress,” he said. 

Termites were newly detected in two areas peripheral to 

existing red zones. One is a group of five properties to 

the west of Emma and Pine Streets and the other is east 

of Dufferin and Powell Streets. However, the report 

states that the newly detected areas were found as a 

result of improved detection. 

In fact, Myles said that between 2008 and 2009, there 

has been a 30 per cent decline in termites in the city. 

There are three termite zones in Guelph that encompass 

nearly 900 properties on 50 city blocks. The largest and 

original site flanks Woolwich Street, just north of 

downtown. 

Since 2007, two part-time summer technicians have also 

been assisting with termite control. Two will be hired 

again this year to start work in the first week of May. 
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British termite colony returns to 

North Devon 
 

Simon de Bruxelles 

Britain’s only colony of termites has survived 12 years of 

attempts to wipe it out using chemicals, scientists have 

revealed. The termites, which can ravage a house by 

eating it, were thought to have been destroyed after an 

eradication programme. 

The wood-devouring insects were discovered in 1998 in 

two adjoining homes at Saunton in North Devon. 

Scientists believe they had been imported from the 

Canary Islands in a plant pot. 

Since then a £190,000 eradication programme, funded by 

the Government, has tried to wipe out the colony using a 

variety of chemical weapons. They were thought to have 

been destroyed, but the latest survey of the site found 

evidence of new infestation. 

Under the programme, the area within a 500m radius of 

the two houses was monitored, and an “insect growth 

regulator” called hexaflumuron was supposed to prevent 

the insects maturing so they would be unable to 

reproduce. 

Within two years termite activity in the properties 

appeared to be restricted to a single timber. The last sign 

of the insects was recorded in April 2000.  

In May 2001 monitoring devices were reduced to an 

outer “buffer zone” and two months later all baits were 

removed. Since then, the team has carried out regular 

visits to ensure that the termites have not returned. 

An inspection in May last year found a few termites 

under a patio slab at Brackens, one of the houses. Plans 

for a further visit were made in September when termites 

were again found in two more monitoring devices. 

The report said that the resurgence of termite activity 

appeared to be “highly localised”.  

The report said the individuals appeared to have avoided 

the growth-inhibitor treated baits and may have been 

present as a satellite mini-colony deeper in the ground, 

avoiding a lethal dose of the treatment.  

“This possibility has always been accepted and is the 

fundamental reason why a period of ten years without 

termite activity was deemed necessary before the 

programme could be considered complete.” 

The team is now preparing a programme to deal with the 

latest outbreak and will take into consideration “any new 

information and experience around the world, since the 

original programme was adopted”. 

Work is under way to treat the outbreak. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BioProspect keeps the termites at bay 
Anti-termite product, Termilone, successful in trial, 

marketable product within two years. 
 

Termites hate it, but home owners may come to love it. 

It's the termite repellent developed by Australian natural 

products developer, BioProspect. 

 

A new trial conducted by the CSIRO has shown that 

Termilone is effective in protecting timber from attack 

by the common urban termite species, the infamous 

Coptotermes acinaciformis. 

 

It also found that the active constituent in Termilone, 

Eremophilone Oil, which is extracted from an Australian 

native tree, Eremophila mitchellii (also known as False 

Sandalwood or Budda), was responsible for the repulsive 

effect on termites. 

 

Further trials are being conducted by BioProspect’s 

commercial partner, Ensystex Corporation, examining 

Termilone as a soil-applied barrier and as a treatment for 

termite colony elimination. 

 

It was found, however, that Termilone was less effective 

against a rarer and more aggressive termite, M. 

darwiniensis, which is found north of the tropics. 

 

“Eremophilone Oil has already been registered as an 

active constituent with the Australian Pesticides and 

Veterinary Medicines Authority, and we are continuing 

efforts to achieve registration of end-user products within 

the next two years,” said BioProspect’s Chief Operating 

Officer, Peter May. 

 

“The latest study has boosted confidence in Termilone’s 

future as a safe and environmentally friendly termite 

solution. With moves in the United States to restrict the 

use of synthetic timber treatments, such as copper-

chromium-arsenate, from certain domestic applications, 

demand for a natural and proven alternative is growing 

rapidly in the international termite control market." 

 

BioProspect (ASX:BPO) gained 4%, or $0.001 to $0.026 

in afternoon trading. 

 

http://www.lifescientist.com.au/tag/bioprospect
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Fixing plasterboard to CCA H2 

treated structural timber 
 

When concerns regarding the fixing of plasterboard to 

CCA treated timber recently surfaced, Boral Plasterboard 

immediately took the matter in hand and discussed the 

issue with adhesive manufacturer HB Fuller and timber 

supplier WESPINE. 

 

CCA structural timber is treated to provide protection 

against timber rot and attack by insects. The treatment 

process involves impregnating timber under pressure and 

then redrying it to 15 per cent or less moisture content. 

The level of treatment is marked on each piece of timber. 

CCA H2 treated timber is increasingly being used for 

internal wall framing and ceiling components in areas 

susceptible to termites. WESPINE CCA H2 treated 

timber is clearly marked “Dried After Treatment” as an 

assurance of the product’s structural performance. 

 

In response to the concerns, Boral Plasterboard and 

HBFuller jointly devised a series of tests to observe the 

effect of CCA solution as well as CCA H2 timber on a 

range of screws and nails. Although neither Boral 

Plasterboard or HB Fuller manufacture mechanical 

fasteners, the tests were considered important, as a 

fastener/adhesive system requires the performance of 

both securing mechanisms to be completely successful. 

 

Samples of CCA H2 treated structural timber were 

provided by WESPINE, in addition to samples of the 

chemical used in the CCA H2 treatment process. The 

aim of the adhesion tests was to determine if there was 

any detectable difference in the bonding performance of 

Boral New Acrylic Stud Adhesive when used on 

untreated radiata pine compared to the CCA H2 treated 

pine. 

 

To conduct the tests, identical assemblies were made 

with untreated and CCA H2 treated pine and Boral 

plasterboard. Samples were then tested in accordance 

with AS 2753 (Mastic Adhesive for bonding Gypsum 

Plaster Lining to Framing Members), which is the 

standard used to determine suitability of stud adhesives 

in Australia. Half of each were bonded using Boral New 

Acrylic Stud Adhesive and the balance fastened with a 

selection of hot dipped galvanised Golden Zinc plated 

and Zincalumecoated steel mechanical fasteners. The 

assemblies were then put through an exhaustive cycling 

process of high (60oC) and low (3oC) temperatures and 

high and low humidity. 

 

When the tests were completed, the bonded assemblies 

were pulled apart and the results of untreated and treated 

CCA H2 timber compared. Significantly, the results 

showed no difference in adhesion levels between treated 

and untreated timber, with the bonds to timber proving 

far stronger than the strength of the plasterboard in all 

cases. The nails and screws in the fastened assemblies 

were also removed after cyclical testing and closely 

examined. None of the fasteners showed any form of 

corrosion or discolouration and, interestingly, were 

identical to a new unused fastener. 
with Systems Coordinator. 

 

 

 

 

 

Arch Timber supplies pressure 

treated timber 

An Arch Timber Protection product story 

 

Edited by the Buildingtalk editorial team Mar 12, 2010 

 
Tanalised pressure treated timber from Arch Timber 

Protection has been used to recreate an original 

Roman fort for the Archeological Parc Xanten 

museum.  

The Roman settlement stands on the shores of the Rhine 

at Xanten, Germany, originally built to guard the 

Northern border of the Roman empire. 

Now a reconstruction of the original Roman fort, 

manufactured from Tanalised pressure treated timber, 

has created a playground village. It provides a prime 

example of a high quality treated wood construction that 

will stand the test of time. 

The open air museum Archeological Parc Xanten, 

represents the original Roman village, and more than 

100m3 of preservative treated pine timbers have been 

used in its construction. 

The project was first started in 2005 but then closed in 

2007 after parts of the structure collapsed due to decay. 

On investigation, the original timbers had been poorly 

treated. Parc owners were determined to try again with 

improved design considerations and the best preservative 

protection available. 

A comparative test was made with all major wood 

preservatives on the German market, looking for good 

uptakes, penetration and overall quality. 

Tanalith E was chosen as the best alternative. 

The whole preservative treatment process for the new 

timbers was supervised by an independent expert and 

new design features were introduced. 

Pole tops have been capped with plastic caps, horizontal 

roundwood components have been incised on the 

underside to reduce any splitting of the wood, and joints 

in the roof construction are protected with a roof-fleece 

to help prevent moisture ingress. 

The whole Tanalised timber structure is covered by a 25 

year warranty, creating a safe, durable and beautiful 

playground experience. 

http://www.buildingtalk.com/news/arh/arh000.html
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A3P calls for whole-of-Government 

Action 

A3P has welcomed the release of the final report of the 

Pulp and Paper Industry Strategy Group (PPISG) by 

Senator the Hon Kim Carr, Minister for Innovation, 

Industry Science and Research.  

The report demonstrates how Australia's GDP could be 

boosted by up to AU$38.7 billion and jobs increased by 

over 3,500 by 2020 as a result of enhancement of the 

Australian paper manufacturing industry.  

With the right policy settings in areas such as plantation 

investment, renewable energy, trade, skill development, 

infrastructure and investment facilitation, these and other 

benefits would be achieved. 

 

"Senator Carr and his department have engaged 

positively and constructively with all the interest groups 

that make up the Australian pulp and paper industry. 

This report is the outcome of that engagement process 

and we would like to thank Senator Carr for his support," 

said A3P CEO Richard Stanton. 

 

"A3P now calls on Senator Carr's colleagues, and the 

Australian Government as a whole, to address the 

specific recommendations detailed in the report" Mr 

Stanton added. "Many of these recommendations relate 

to legislation and other mechanisms which do not fall 

within Senator Carr's portfolio.  

A whole-of-government response is required to ensure 

investment in the Australian paper manufacturing 

industry is maintained and the opportunities are 

realised."  

Friday Offcuts ï 23 April 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract from the Final PPISG Report 
 

3. Current operating environment 
 

... ..."Australiaôs R&D effort has declined 

significantly.  

 

Fewer than 30 people are now employed in pulp 

and paper R&D inside the eight major companies.  

 

This compares poorly with the more than 250 

scientists and engineers who were working on 

different aspects of new processes and products 

for the local pulp and paper industry just a few 

decades ago. 

 

The reduction in pulp and paper R&D capacity 

has also been felt at CSIRO and in Australian 

universities.  

 

The fundamental cause has been a relatively low 

investment in R&D by industry, which in turn has 

led to two recent actions:  

 

 a decision in 2007 to end Ensis, the 

forestry research joint venture between 

CSIRO and New Zealandôs forest research 

body;  

 

 and the announcement in 2010 that 

CSIRO is reducing its capacity in the 

forest products research area.  

 

Some elements of industry are particularly 

disturbed by this announcement, which was made 

during the Strategy Groupôs review and before its 

report was finalised.  

 

However, CSIRO has undertaken to conduct 

further discussions with the Strategy Group before 

making a final decision on the capability 

associated with pulp and paper research.  

 

This consultation period will extend until the end 

of September 2010.  

 

The relevant CSIRO staff have been informed of 

this decision and are looking forward to the 

further engagement......" 
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NOSTALGIA PAGE 
 

 

MONTHLY NEWS BULLETIN NO. 1                                FIRST PUBLISHED IN EARLY 1932 

 

DIVISION OF FOREST PRODUCTS 
 

The Division of Forest Products is one of the Divisions of the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research* 

and as such deals with all problems connected with the utilisation of timber or other products of the forest.  At 

the present time it is engaged on research into a number of problems and it is essential that the result of its 

investigations should be known as widely as possible among all who use timber in any form. 

 

In order to disseminate information the Division issues a series of Trade Circulars, Pamphlets and Reprints 

(from the Journal of the Council) and in numerous other ways attempts to spread the information it has 

collected, either from its own researches or from those of timber research stations in other parts of the world. 

 

It is realised that, even with these various methods of publicity, there are many users of timber who would be 

interested, but who are not aware of the activities of the Division. The object of the News Bulletin, which will 

be published monthly, is to make contact with such people and to place before them in a concise form the results 

of recent work. 

 

The first point to be stressed is that the Division exists to assist the timber industry in all its branches and desires 

to be of service. It has specially trained officers for each section of its work. These officers are graduates of 

Australian Universities and many of them have been specifically trained abroad in timber 

research stations in England and America.  

 

At the present time, the work is largely advisory - that is to say, much of the time of officers is devoted to 

assisting the timber producer and the timber user and helping them to take advantage of latest research 

developments. 

 

The work of the Division comes under several main sections. Of these, the seasoning section advises on the 

drying of timber, the design and operating of drying kilns, and the correction of seasoning faults. The 

preservation section is occupied with the study of rots and timber destroying insects, and with methods for 

reducing or preventing losses due to them. The timber mechanics section is investigating the design of wooden 

boxes and crates and special equipment for testing, these has recently been installed. Trade Circular No. 4, 

which can be obtained free of cost sets out more fully the functions of the individual sections. 

 

This monthly News Bulletin will deal with various aspects of timber research and some of the many problems 

encountered, but if readers have any particular problem or desire special information on timber utilisation, etc., 

they are invited to communicate with:- The Chief at the Division of Forest Products 

(address printed at the foot of the page). 

 

A news bulletin on the Preservative Treatment of Fence Posts is also being distributed at the present time. The 

results of the treatment tests given in this publication were obtained from tests carried out in Western Australia, 

but the general principles of treatment are explained and the information given can be generally applied. 
 
* Now CSIRO. 

 

 

 

 

{ This WAS published 

   in 1932 !!  (Ed.)} 
 

 


