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Timber Treatment Standards Action 
 

And the action continues!!!!! 
 

At the recent TPAA Council Meeting held in Melbourne 

on Wednesday, 23 June, Dr Harry Greaves reported that  

the five updated draft documents for the revision of 

AS/NZS 1604 series had been made available for review 

by members, interested stakeholders and  the public.  

 

They are: DR AS/NZ 1604 -  

               Specification for preservative treatment - 

¶ Part 1: Sawn and round timber 

¶ Part 2: Reconstituted wood-based products 

¶ Part 3: Plywood 

¶ Part 4: Laminated veneer lumber (LVL) 

¶ Part 5: Glued laminated timber products 

 

Comments had been invited on the technical content, 

wording and general arrangement of the drafts. 

Subsequently, all public comments had been received 

and although  those on all but Plywood and LVL had 

been of a minor nature, there had been some significant 

comments regarding AS 1604 Part 3 Plywood and Part 4 

LVL.  These mostly concerned penetration patterns for 

H2/H3 exposure north of the Tropic of Capricorn.  

 

In summary, Dr Greaves was able to confirm  that rapid 

progress had been made and that the process is well 

ahead of the scheduled publication date of 4 November 

by about a month.  The final Drafts will be sent out for 

postal ballot by mid-July, after which comes the 

"implementation" phase, leading to publication.  Harry  

was commended on these developments. 

Importantly, the following Motion was unanimously 

passed by the TPAA Council: 

"That TPAA agrees to accept responsibility for 
the provision of advice and recommendations 
to FWPA regarding revisions and priority for the 
suite of timber preservation Standards.  If 
absolutely necessary, TPAA will consider the 
provision of partial funding for any changes or 
additions to some of those Standards in order 
to expedite action." 

 

 

Our "CONTACT" Mailing List  
  
You have now discovered that you're on the list and we'd 

always be glad to hear any of your comments or 

opinions.  Do you enjoy reading it??  Does it give you 

the sort of information you think it should??  Do you get 

an occasional chuckle from the articles or the editorials 

or the illustrations??  Would you like to submit 

appropriate items for us to publish??  Please tell us!!  

Also, let us know if you'd like to have us include any 

other appropriate recipient and also if you'd like us to 

take you off the list. 

 

Resources super-profits tax costs the 

PM a friend 

Matthew Stevens   From: The Australian 

May 07, 2010 12:00AM 

..... "This tax reminds me of someone who wants to get 

rid of termites and to do so they blow up their whole 

house," suggested Mike Young of BC Iron. "The 

termites have gone, but so is the house, insulation and 

everything.".......  
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The 41
st
 annual meeting of the International Research 

Group on Wood Protection was held in Biarritz on the 

south western coast of France in the Basque region 

during the period May 9-13.  

 

The meeting was attended by some 300 participants who 

came from 39 countries, with Australia (12) and New 

Zealand (11) well represented. The largest contingent of 

delegates was from the USA (50), followed by Germany 

(38) and the hosts France (36). The meeting venue was 

the Palais des Congrès, Le Bellevue, a refurbished 

former luxury hotel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was an excellent crop of papers this year (not 

always the case at past meetings) and some younger 

researchers led the way with confidant presentations. 

 

The meeting began with five keynote addresses covering 

the five major Sections of the IRG ï  

 

Biology: (37 papers, keynote on elucidating brown and 

white rot decay mechanisms);  

 

Test methods and assessment: (33 papers, keynote on 

assessment of copper bioavailability, in which the 

researchers used micronised copper quat. and micronised 

copper azole formulations);  

 

Wood protecting chemicals: (33 papers, keynote on 

cyproconazole formulations in which questions were 

raised about the suitability of traditional laboratory tests 

for predicting field tests);  

 

Processes and properties: (53 papers, keynote on a 

novel electro-osmotic pulsing technology for wood 

protection, in which we learned that alternating positive 

and negative electrical pulses can prevent decay ï but 

hard to see how one might apply this to a large structure 

like a house or even a bridge, but the researchers thought 

it had potential for such applications);  

Sustainability and environment: (10 papers, keynote 

on new insights from NMR, FTIR, X-ray diffraction, and 

physical chemistry into the digestive processes of 

Limnoria ï it was quite fascinating to hear about this 

new approach to an old issue and to get some deeper 

insights into the subject; the esoteric nature of the work 

was compensated by its excellent presentation by an old 

friend, Simon Cragg).  

 

In addition to the 160-odd papers there was also a strong 

poster session, with 19 presentations. The highlight of 

these posters (for me) was an account of the French 

Piboleo project (the so-called bi-oleothermal treatment) 

where green wood is heated in hot oil (120-160
0
C) then 

rapidly transferred to a cold oil bath (60
0
C) containing 

various fire retardant formulations. Of course this is 

nothing new, except that formulating emulsion 

treatments for delivery by this variation on the hot-and-

cold bath might just work; the French researchers are still 

testing. 

 

As we have come to expect at IRG meetings, the work 

coming out of UBC laboratories in Canada is of a high 

calibre. As an example this year, a most outstanding 

paper was presented by Hiroshi Matsunaga from FFPRI 

Tsukuba, working in collaboration with Phil Evans of 

UBC Centre for Advanced Wood Processing, in which 

we were enthralled by the highly sophisticated 

preparation and analysis techniques, resulting in images 

of copper atoms in wood cell walls (IRG/WP 10-30547). 

This paper went well beyond the debate about whether 

copper (from micronised copper formulations) can 

penetrate the secondary cell wall of wood, and clearly 

demonstrated that copper is present in cell walls of 

tracheids as atoms or ions.  

 

Papers on boron and boron-containing formulations 

featured strongly at IRG this year, as they did last year at 

the Beijing meeting. Workers from Turkey showed that 

water-in-oil boron emulsions significantly reduced boron 

leaching (IRG/WP 10-30535), and epoxy and waste oil 

treatments also reduced boron leaching (IRG/WP 10-

50268). At the Chinese Academy of Forestry, the 

researchers have also demonstrated reduced boron 

leaching by synthesizing ammonium tetraphenylborate 

and borate chemical compounds, the details of which 

have yet to be disclosed (IRG/WP 10-30520). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Wednesday afternoon excursion on a discovery of Basque 
villages and the Arnaga Villa ï Hiroshi Matsunaga, some of the 

NZ delegates, Thomas Nilsson and Michael Kennedy 
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There were also some interesting presentations on the 

new types of copper-containing formulations ï the 

micronised copper preservatives.  In IRG/WP 10-30528 

John Ruddickôs group at UBC (Department of Wood 

Science) Vancouver presented the chemistry of the 

reaction of alkaline copper and micronized copper with 

wood, demonstrating that soluble copper, initially 

formed in the wood, can migrate into the wood cell wall 

in a manner similar to other soluble copper chemicals 

(e.g. copper sulphate), and bind to wood cell 

components.  

 

One of the last papers, late on the Thursday afternoon, 

was the one already referred to (IRG/WP 10-30547) in 

which copper was visualized using sophisticated electron 

microscopy techniques. The paper received a standing 

ovation for the quality of the science, and if such good 

work continues to be showcased at IRG then future 

meetings will have much to attract participants ï an 

essential thing, as the IRG enters its 5
th
 decade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Delegates arrive at Arcangues in the heart of Basque France ï 

Alan Preston, Michael Hedley and Darryl Nicholas 

 

The program of future IRG meetings was affirmed for 

the next three years, with New Zealand (Queenstown) 

playing host next year, Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) for 

2012 and Sweden (Stockholm) for 2013. 

 

      ~ IRG 41Report and pictures by Harry Greaves ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellington Company Plans Chinese 

Joint-Venture For Timber Exports  

Wednesday, 9 June, 2010   

 

Wellington-based forest industry company Forme 

Consulting Group is planning a major joint venture 

with a Chinese manufacturer, Tianjin Sunwin Group, 

to process wood into eco-friendly, high quality 

components for the European building industry. 

The companies plan to use a new environmentally safe 

wood modification process to modify the softwood, 

radiata pine, from New Zealand plantations into 

products suitable for substitution of threatened species. 

The processing will be done at a factory the companies 

propose to build near the giant and rapidly-developing 

port of Tianjin, near Beijing.  About 100,000 cubic 

metres of high grade pruned logs would be primary 

processed in New Zealand and shipped for further 

processing in Tianjin. 

This is an export project of benefit to both cities - 

Tianjin and Wellington - and is made easier by the free 

trade agreement between New Zealand and China. 

An application for official consent will be made in 

Tianjin to build the wood modification factory on 

about 80 ha of land that forms just part of the vast, 30-

square-kilometre Dongjiang Tianjin port - the world's 

fifth -largest.  

The wood modification plant would be the centrepoint 

of a wood processing 'cluster village' where locals 

would be employed to develop the treated wood into 

the components required by the building industry in 

Europe. 

The modified wood will be used by the high value 

sector of the European building industry to replace 

tropical African hardwoods. This is because several 

European countries are restricting their use of tropical 

hardwoods to help prevent the deforestation of the 

world's rainforests. 

In contrast, New Zealand-grown radiata pine is a 

quick-growing, sustainable and renewable resource 

which is grown in commercial plantations. It is 

recognised as the most suitable species for the wood 

modification process. 

High grade radiata pine logs will be sawn and kiln-

dried in New Zealand before being shipped to the new 

wood modification factory in Tianjin. 

China's building industry is also a market for the 

modified radiata pine. The planned start-up date for the 

joint venture is late 2012. 
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The Kaptain is now the President 

A significant occurrence at IRG41 in May was that well-

known forestry scientist with Queenslandôs Department 
of Primary Industries in Brisbane, Jack Norton, was 

elected as  the new President of the International 

Research Group on Wood Protection. 

 

We understand that, while not actually chanting "Ozzie, 

Ozzie, Ozzie, Oy..Oy..Oy", Jack quickly took the bit 

between his teeth ... ... "When in Biarritz ... ... do as you 

would do anywhere else!!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * *  

Nick Smith delighted NZ lawsuit settled 

Nelson MP Nick Smith says he is "delighted" a $15 

million defamation lawsuit against him has been settled 

out of court. 

Timber preservatives producer Osmose New Zealand 

alleged the Nelson MP and timber preservation scientist 

Dr Robin Wakeling defamed it. 

Osmose New Zealand, a division of a US-based wood 

preservation corporation, alleged that statements made in 

July 2005 about the company's surface-treated timber 

product, T1.2, destroyed the product's reputation and the 

company lost more than $14 million in projected profit. 

Counsel for the parties appeared in the High Court today 

to announce an agreement had been reached, but the 

terms were confidential. 

Smith's lawyer, Peter McKenzie QC read out a statement 

of apology from his client in court to Osmose New 

Zealand. 

"I apologise for having made public statements that did 

not fully represent the position in relation to 

TimberSaver. 

 

Construction Humour 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Six Phases of a Construction Project 
 

1) Enthusiasm 

 

2) Disillusionment 

 

3) Panic 

 

4) Search For The Guilty 

 

5) Punishment Of The Innocent 

 

6) Praise & Honors For The Non-Participants 
 
 

 

Directory of Construction Terminology 
 
Contractor  ï A gambler who never gets to cut, shuffle     

or deal. 

Bid Opening ï A poker game where the losing hand 

wins. 

Bid ï A wild guess carried out to two decimal places. 

Low Bidder  ï A contractor who is wondering what heôs 

left out. 

Engineerôs Estimate ï The cost of construction in 

Heaven. 

Project Manager ï The conductor of an orchestra in 

which every musician is in a different union. 

Critical Path Method  ï A management technique for 

losing your shirt under personal control. 

OSHA ï A protective coating made by half-baking a 

mixture of fine print, red tape, split hairs, and  

baloney ï usually applied at random with a shotgun. 

Strike ï An effort to increase egg production by 

strangling the chicken. 

Delayed Payment ï A tourniquet applied at the pockets. 

Completion Date ï The point where liquidated damages 

begin. 

Liquidated Damages ï A penalty for failing to achieve 

the impossible. 

Auditor  ï A person who goes in after the war is lost and 

bayonets the wounded. 

Lawyer ï A person who goes in after the auditors and 

strips the bodies. 

 

* * * * * * * * *  
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That's Pod-Tastic! 

With the emergence of óstaycationsô after the recent 

global recession, the new camping Pods by North 

Yorkshire Timber have surged in popularity even with 

the more traditional camper. 

With sites all over the United Kingdom including 

Scotland and the Lake District, the camping Pod offers a 

cosy alternative to a wet weekend in the country with a 

solid treated timber design then insulated with sheepôs 

wool. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Arch customers North Yorkshire Timber secured a 

manufacturing and licensing agreement with 

Newfoundland Lodges, the creators of the innovative 

Pod. The Podôs are fabricated at the companyôs 

Brompton on Swale Distribution Centre near Catterick. 

The decking and foundations of each Pod are 

manufactured from TANALISED E pressure treated 

timbers, ensuring a long-term protection against decay 

and insect attack, even in ground contact. 

 

 

 

Woodchips to help contain Gulf spill  

Green Energy Resources has offered to commit 100,000 

tons of woodchips for the Gulf oil spill. Woodchips for 

oil containment is a proven technology listed with the 

Federal EPA. The woodchips are put inside the 

containment booms and through their honeycomb cell 

structure absorb the oil as well as collect it through 

adhesion. 

 

Unlike other technologies, woodchips don't sink to the 

bottom (like peat moss) but rather can be collected and 

skimmed off by idled fishermen that can be employed 

using their nets to collect the floating woodchips at the 

surface. The woodchips can then be delivered to some 

power stations to generate electricity cleanly and 

efficiently, disposing of the contaminated woodchips 

without negative environmental impact on land or in 

landfills.                           Friday Offcuts ï 14 May 2010 

Company Owner Is A Solid Addition 

To Ranks Of Stanford Who's Who 
 

Stanford Who's Who welcomes Ken M. Wait to the 

ranks of premier professionals due to his magnificent 

work in the Forest Products Industry. 

 

PLYMPTON, SA, AUSTRALIA, May 27, 2010 

 

Stanford Who's Who welcomes Ken M. Wait to the 

ranks of premier professionals due to his magnificent 

work in the Forest Products Industry. As Owner of 

Tarmac Pty. Ltd., as well as throughout his incredible 34 

years in the business, Ken has consistently demonstrated 

the passion, vision and dedication necessary to be 

successful in the business world. 

 

Tarmac is a wholesaler of timber and treated pine 

products. They are a privately owned and operated 

company which has been providing its customers 

throughout Australia and Asia with competitively priced 

quality timber product since 1978.  

 

The Tarmac Group of companies consists of 5 core 

businesses, each operating as a separate and distinct 

entity, with a national distribution network servicing all 

states. Plantation pine is the mainstay of their trade, but 

they also offer a wide range of sustainable hardwood 

timber. Tarmac company employs over 150 workers. The 

excellent relationships within the group as well as with 

forestry and primary producers are paramount in the 

smooth running of the business. In addition, full control 

of the manufacturing process enables Tarmac to produce 

and supply superior products. 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * *  
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The Continuing Saga of the Fiji Termite Infestation 

There was much interest in our news item in the May Issue of "CONTACT" quoting an article 

from the Fiji Times in which it was announced that no less than 100 temporary bio security 

officers "would work around the clock for the next six months to ensure the 20,000 population 

affected by an introduced species of termites in rural Lautoka would not spread the wood-eating 

pest to other areas of Fiji".  Your Editor has followed the almost daily press releases since then.   

The headlines tell the story! 

- Sunday, April 25, 2010 ........... Kerosene spray to destroy termites 

- Sunday, May 02, 2010 ............ Fiji battles termite infestation 

- Monday, May 03, 2010 ........... Termite war is on ! 

- Thursday, May 06, 2010 ..........Termites in the millions 

- Friday, May 07, 2010 ...............Termites spread to pine forests 

- Saturday, May 08, 2010 ...........Call to enforce timber standard 

- Sunday, May 09, 2010 ............. Eaten classrooms to go 

- Tuesday, May 11, 2010 ............Termites attack food sources 

- Wednesday, May 12, 2010 .......Termite war begins ! 

- Friday, May 14, 2010............... Kerosene to worsen situation 

- Friday, May 14, 2010 .............. Public urged to adhere to building code 

- Saturday, May 15, 2010........... Official home under attack 

- Sunday, May 16, 2010 ............. Farmers want survey 

- Monday, May 17, 2010 ............ Termite team optimistic 

- Tuesday, May 18, 2010 ............ Inmates briefed on termite infestation 

- Wednesday, May 19, 2010 ....... Termites won't stop classes 

- Saturday, May 22, 2010 ........... Termite scrutiny 

- Monday, May 24, 2010 ............ Termites at home 

- Wednesday, May 26, 2010 ........Teams use paint in termite attack 

- Thursday, May 27, 2010 ........... FACT caution 

- Thursday, May 27, 2010 ........... Termites affect more than 500 homes 

- Saturday, May 29, 2010 ............ 12 schools infested with termites 

- Tuesday, June 01, 2010 ............ PM told of destructive termites 

- Thursday, June 03, 2020 ........... Fiji authorities seek divine intervention over termites 

- Friday, June 04, 2010 ............... $5million to buy termite chemicals 

- Friday, June 04, 2010 ............... Fiji developing bio control to stop termites 

- Sunday, June 06, 2010 ............. Taskforce to seek divine intervention 

- Sunday, June 06, 2010 ............. Fiji Minister says termites so far no danger to crops 

- Sunday, June 06, 2010 ............. Baits for termites 

- Tuesday, June 08, 2010 ...........  More termite damage 

- Thursday, June 10, 2010 .........  Termites through concrete 

- Friday, June 11, 2010 ................Termite scare under control 

- Friday, June 11, 2010 ............... Big budget for Fiji termite operation 

- Wednesday, June 16, 2010 ......  Leave termite nests alone, urge officers 

- Saturday, June 19, 2010 ........... Trap for termites  

- Sunday, June 20, 2010 ............. Operation Kadivuka moves into the city 

- Wednesday, June 23, 2010 ......  Termites enter city 

- Wednesday, June 23, 2010 ....... Termite taskforce using limited resources 

- Friday, June 25, 2010 ............... Termite expert for operation 

- Saturday, June 26, 2010 ........... Chemicals to eradicate termites arrive tomorrow 

- Monday, June 28, 2010 ............ Termite Chemicals arrive

 

* * * * * * * * *  
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Things Need To Consider In 
Trusses Inspection For Civil And 

Structural Engineer 

 

Editor's Note:  We discovered this item on the 

www when looking for something else (doesn't 

everybody find stuff that way?). 

We have changed not a single word! 

 
When the design of trusses has been approved from 

engineer, trusses fabrication will commence. Upon 

completion of fabrication, trusses will deliver to site for 

construction. As a civil and structural engineer, one of 

the duties of engineer is to inspect the trusses.  

Engineer has to ensure the trusses has been construction 

according to design drawing. 

 

After trusses deliver to site, site agent or engineer needs 

to verify the quality of timber product. Timber has to be 

treated to avoid attack by termite. Normally the color of 

pressure treated wood is in green color. Whenever a 

section of timber is being cut, it will show that the green 

color will penetrate into certain depth of timber. 

Certificate of treated timber must be obtained from 

timber supplier. It needs for record purpose. 

 

Then timber trusses have to check on the timber defect 

such as rotten timber, damage timber. Any defect found 

must be rejected immediately. The checking on timber is 

done by visual inspection. Whenever timber quality not 

to satisfaction, engineer can request for sample testing to 

any approved laboratory. 

 

Timber sizing is important. Engineer needs to check the 

timber sizes. It to ensure that the sizes provided are 

according to trusses design sizes. It can carry out by 

using measuring tape. Sometime, it is impossible to 

insect every single item of timber. Therefore, engineer 

has to base on his best knowledge to have random 

sampling inspection. One of the ways is to inspection on 

the critical trusses such as big truss. 

 

Engineer needs to check on trusses connection. There are 

two types of connection. First is gang nail plate and 

conventional bolts and nuts. For the later case, engineer 

must visually inspection the bolt holes. It is common that 

contractor simply drill holes for bolts. Unfortunately, 

some inexperience contractor drills the hole just near to 

edge of timber member (5-10mm from edge of member). 

This hole will easy loosen out from timber and affect the 

integrity of timber truss structure. The position of bolt 

holes on timber is important. It must according to trusses 

design. 

 

Before erection of trusses to roof structure such as roof 

beams, the level of roof beams has to adjust to allow 

trusses to rest on roof beams. Inconsistency of roof level 

has to avoid. 

 

After the trusses have been erected up to roof structure, 

engineer must ensure that the vertically of trusses have 

been achieved. Position of trusses such as trusses spacing 

must according to design drawing. Trusses supports are 

important. As for example, if a truss has four supports, 

engineer has to ensure that these four supports have been 

installed. It to ensure that roof loading has been 

transferred to roof structure. If roof level is 

inconsistency; in order to achieve supports condition for 

truss, some irresponsible contractor will use small 

element such as broken timber to insert between timber 

truss and roof structure. It is not a permanent structure. 

After the trusses have been erected, the broken timber 

will be loosen some days. 

 

Truss to truss connection must has special precaution. 

Trusses have to connect by using MS plate or other 

proper structure. Nailing has to avoid in trusses. 

 

Any change in timber structure arrangement need to has 

attention of designer. Do not allow any modification of 

trusses without approval from design office. 

 

Whenever there is some dispute at site cannot be 

resolved, try to work it out at office. If contractor at site 

do not want to follow engineer instruction, do not argue 

with contractor. Else it may end up with quarrel; 

sometime with fighting. Therefore, leave the site 

immediately 

 

http://www.constructionengineer.co.cc/things-need-to-

consider-in-trusses-inspection-for-civil -and-structural-

engineer.htm   

 

* * * * * * * * *  

Company fined $550k over worker 

injury  

Posted Fri May 21, 2010 

A Victorian timber company and its director have been 

fined almost $550,000 over injuries suffered by a worker 

two years ago. 

An employee at Jelfor Treated Timbers in Traralgon lost 

his left arm after it got caught in machinery in August 

2008. 

The Latrobe Valley Magistrates Court fined the company 

$460,000. 

The money will be split between the helimed rescue 

ambulance service and other charities. 

The company's director was fined $80,000, which will be 

given to the Royal Children's Hospital and charity. 
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NOSTALGIA PAGE  

Extract from Forest Products Newsletter, New Series No.1 July 1985  
 

Senator Button visits Clayton Laboratories 
 

On the afternoon of May 1st, the Division played host to the Hon.Senator John Button, Minister for 

Industry, Technology and Commerce. In a crisp, effective schedule, the Minister's tour included 

selected presentations of many aspects of the Division's program demonstrating our real commitment 

to working with and for industry. 
 

 Appropriate displays and models were also brought to Clayton highlighting aspects of our 

three forest  products programs based at Highett, namely Wood Science, Timber Conversion and 

Conservation and Biodegradation.  In addition to a general introduction of our Wood Utilisation 

research effort by Dr Warren Hewertson, Senator Button attended special presentations concerning 

Scrimber® by John Coleman, wood fibre reinforcement by Dr Bob Coutts, pigment emulsified 

creosote by Dr Harry Greaves and mechanical pulping by Bill Balodis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSIRO Contributions toAusTIS '85 
 

Two invited papers by officers of the Division of Chemical and Wood Technology were presented at 

the recent AusTIS Conference held in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 

Prospects for PNG pulpwood by Frank Phillips and Alan Logan of the Division's Pulping and 

Pulpwood Resources Program, discussed the extent of pulpwood resources in PNG, both in natural 

forests and plantations. The known quality of pulpwoods from particular timber 

areas together with proven commercial utilisation indicates the suitability of fibre resources  for 

extensive industry development. 

Research as an aid to marketing Forest Products by Doug Howick, commenced with the premise that if 

marketing is the identification of a need and the setting out of those things necessary to satisfy that need at 

a profit , then research and marketing should be interdependent. The paper gave several examples of 

Australian forest products research that has resulted in improvements for the industry in the marketplace. 

In discussing Industry Research Liaison, the point was made that it is imperative that industry be involved 

in the development of ideas and innovations from their inception. This helps the researchers to participate 

in providing the appropriate products at the right time to satisfy the market demand. Research planning 

must therefore take into consideration the industry's perceived need for the work to be done and the 

researcher's considered assessment of its likely success. 


